
COMMENT FORM INSTRUCTIONS 
Guidelines for Child Custody Evaluations in Family 

Law Proceedings 
 

The Board of Professional Affairs (BPA) and Committee on Professional Practice and Standards (COPPS) 
seek member and public comments on the revision of Guidelines for Child Custody Evaluations in Family 
Law Proceedings (APA, 2010). 
 
The purpose of these proposed guidelines is “to promote ethically informed practice in the conduct of 
what are commonly termed child custody evaluations, involving disputes over decision making, parenting 
time, and access in the wake of relationship dissolution.”  These guidelines also make a “clear distinction 
between the forensic custody evaluations described in this document and the advice and support that 
psychologists provide to families, children, and adults in the normal course of psychological treatment and 
other interventions (e.g., psychotherapy and counseling).” 
 
General and Overarching Guidance Needed 
 
BPA/COPPS seeks feedback and comments on: 1) importance, relevance, and adequacy of the proposed 
guidelines, and aspects of the document that are helpful or not helpful; 2) suggestions for additional 
content to address topics or areas not covered in the current guidelines; and, 3) expressions of support 
and/or approval of these proposed guidelines.  
 
For example, BPA/COPPS seek general or overarching comments on: 
 

• Overall importance/relevance of guidelines. 
• Terminology and concepts used in the document. 
• Citations and references used in the document. 
• How the guidelines effectively inform practice or address specific issues. 
• Insights and examples from practice that find support in these guidelines.   
• Gaps or opportunities that need to be addressed in the revision of these guidelines.  
• Special issues, hot topics, or trends that need to be addressed in the revision of these guidelines.  

 
Targeted Feedback  
 
For targeted feedback, BPA/COPPS welcome ideas and input on: 
 

• Literature. Is there current literature you would suggest?  
• Equity, diversity, and Inclusion. Would more elaboration on issues of diversity be helpful? If so, 

what topics are particularly relevant to these guidelines?   
• Institutional, Legal and Regulatory. Are there any state laws that conflict with current content of 

the Guidelines? New or emerging institutional requirements we need to be aware of?  Other topics 
in this area with relevance?  

• Ethical Issues. Are there any topics in this area with relevance to the revision of these guidelines?    
• Technology/Social Media. Are there any topics in this area with relevance to the revision of these 

guidelines?  



• Pandemic/Related. Are there any critical incidents and/or particular challenges that will need to 
be highlighted in these proposed guidelines or other resources? Scholarly literature that may 
further describe the same?  

 
The revised version of the guidelines document is available for review. Where a new guideline section 
or topic is proposed, we encourage you to include suggested wording. Where modifications are proposed, 
we ask that you reference the corresponding section or title.  All comments will be shared with the 
developers for review and consideration. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to provide comments!  The deadline for submitting comments is February 
20, 2021. 


